The technique of polymerase chain reaction--a new diagnostic tool in microbiology and other scientific fields (review).
The polymerase chain reaction, a method of so far unknown sensitivity and specificity, is about to become an important diagnostic tool in microbiology. Practically even a single bacterium, virus particle, or parasite can be detected by it. Furthermore, this technique has been used with highly promising results in other scientific fields like genetics, forensic medicine and archeology. This article reviews technical aspects and variations of this new technique.